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POCtK.YT  NO.  5?07.  Pnge  X,. 

AF7IDAVIT  OF  BKIC  foil.  DTK  SCOT?. 

("ij  2RTC  OUtSTil  3CCTT  with  permanent  hone  addresa  at  62 ,  Columba 
Road,  Blackball,  Jdinburgh,  formerly  Lieutenant-colonel  (R.2.U.3.  )  with 
personal  number  93327  in  ilia  iAJesty's  Forces,  MAKE  OATH  AND  SAY  AS 

FOILO'.S;- 

1,  Cn  the  19th  October,  1942*  Col.  C,r.*Lane  10/15  Punjab  Regt., 

Senior  Rritish  Officer,  F.0»..‘»  TaDjong  Rriok,  Eatavia,  was  instructed 
by  the  Japanese  Commandant,  Tanjon0  iriok  P.  0. Camp  to  draft  1,000 
(90  Officers  and  910  O.Rs.  approc:),  for  departure  for  an  unknown 
destination  on  the  2  1st  October. 

2.  l^diatc  representations  were  made  to  the  Japanese  Authorities 
that,  with  the  prevalence  of  malaria,  dysentery,  beri-beri,  dengue, 
malnutrition,  etc.,  in  the  camp,  the  majority  were  not  in  a  fit  state 
to  travel.  The  worst  sick  cases  among  those  drafted  were  inspected  by 
the  Senior  British  Radical  Qfficor,  Lt.Ccl.  Lazie,  R.A.U.C.,  and  at  a 
later  stage  by  a  Japanese  iadical  Officer  from  Eatavia.  Substitutions 
were  mado  where  possible,  but  oven  so,  when  the  draft  assembled  on  the 
21st  Cct.  there  were  many  stretchor  casos  and  some  10/202  of  the 
personnel  collapsed  on  the  march  to  the  Decks. 

3«  At  the  Tanjong  Frick  Docks  the  party  was  joined  by  a  draft  of 
300  R.A.F.,  under  the  command  of  ,/ing  Commander  Frowe,  and  500  R»A. 
personnel  under  conuand  of  Lt.Col.  Saunders  R.A.  This  total  of  1800 
embarked  on  the  thirty  year  old,  3*000  ton  "Yoshida  Uaru*  at  1600  hours 
on  the  21st  Oct.  and  woro  crammed  down  the  four  hatchways,  ./ing  Cancand. 
or  Frowe  and  Lt.  Col.  Saunders'  parties  we  re  accommodated  below  the 
forward  hatches  with  some  seventy  Japanese  personnel  who  had  taken  the 
"best*  of  the  accommodation  for  themselves  and  the  Tanjong  Itiok  party 
af  1000  were  crowded  toGOthor  so  tightly  aft  that  it  was  impossible  to 
lie  down  and  those  iuaedieteiy  under  tho  hatchways,  which  were  unprovid¬ 
ed  with  tarpaulins,  were  soaked  to  the  skin  every  time  it  rained  during 
the  voyage.  There  were  16  deck  latrines  forward  and  8  aft,  also  2  small 
’.Tat or  tanlcs  forward  and  2  aft. 

4*  The  ship  sailed  the  following  morning  and  throughout  the  voyage 
three  meals  of  rice  and  fish  soup  were  served  daily.  Under  these 
conditions  there  was  an  inr.ndiate  increase  in  siclaiess  and  an  emergency 
hospital  was  formed  on  the  upper  deck  under  th6  shelter  of  a  leaky 
tarpaulin.  No  blankets  were  provided,  nor  ware  any  medical  supplies 
of  any  description. 

5.  The  "Yoshida  iaru"  arrived  at  Singapore  at  I3.OO  hours  on  the 
23th  Cct.  and  the  following  morning  all  personnel  were  ordered  ashore 
for  a  hosedown  on  the  dockside  under  the  supervision  of  Japanese  guards. 
All  personnel  were  then  marched  to  the  roadside  where  they  were  obliged 
to  talcs  down  their  trousers  and  a  glass  rod  inserted  in  each  man's  anus 
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la  full  public  view.  all  were  then  returned  to  the  "Yoshida  Lam", 


6*  On  the  26tu  Cct.  ,/in_  Com.,  and  er  Frowo  was  ins true tod  to  draft 
200  of  hie  men  to  join  Lt,Col,  iauedero'  party  of  500  end  transfer  to 
another  ship*  Fourteen  of  the  more  seriously  sick  from  Ten Jong  2r».k 
Camp  uevo  then  transferred  to  3ingapore  Hospital* 

7*  Gn  the  29th  Cct*  at  0400  hours  the  remaining  1086  disembarked 
and  wore  disinfested*  During  the  day  a  further  19  went  sick  and  were 
sent  to  ohoro  hospital  and  14  replacements  were  received  from  Changi 
P.0*'./»  Camp,  making  a  total  of  1081* 

8*  The  1001  embarked  on  the  3*3*  "3ingapore  Peru",  5*20°  tons* 
built  in  1904*  at  1900  hours  on  the  29th  Cct,  the  officers,  96  in 
number,  being  in  this  instance,  segregated  in  the  aft  hold  for  tho 
better  ; maintenance  of  discipline.  The  general  arrangements  V7ere 
similar  to  those  on  tho  "Yoshida  Ijaru"*  Forward  rare  accommodated 
Japanese  troops,  who  spread  themselves  at  the  expense  of  the  prisoners, 
and  forward  were  16  dock  latrines  (8  far  prisoners),  and  four  small 
rater  tanks,  (two  for  prisoners)*  oft  were  0  deck  latrines,  two  water 
tanks  and  the  galley*  Three  meals  of  rice  and  fish  soup  wore 
provided  daily  and  hot  rater  for  drinking  three  or  four  times  per  day* 
There  were  two  small  lifeboats,  four  rafts  and  no  life-belts  for 
F.0../S. 


9*  Tho  "Singapore  licru"  sailed  for  Japan  at  10.00  hours  on  tho 
30th  Cct.  end  by  the  2nd  Novombor  sickness  had  increased  to  such  an 
extent  that  the  establishment  of  a  hospital  on  the  aft  hatch  cover 
became  nejeasavy,  The  rnrired  eoccmncdation  was  grudgingly  given, 
as  was  tho  fallowing  mccaciae;-  10  Cwn^or  Injections,  1  small  box  of 
Charcoal  Tabaris  ).  lb.  lle^.  Suiph axe  and  a  few  aspirin  and  quinine 
tabJeva.,  Two  men  d:od  almost  as  soon  as  the  "hospital"  was  establish¬ 
ed, 

10*  Cn  the  3rd  November  the  "..Singapore  laru"  hove  to  off  Cap  St# 
Jacques,  where,  an  Senior  Cf-’lc*v*  I  node  the  strongest  possible 
represent  at  i  01  s  +0  the  va.ian.se  Cc\K’.?nuihg  Officer,  Lieut.  Ibriyama, 
regarding  the  state  of  efieirs  on  hoar*4,  and  demanded  the  immediate 
removal  of  all  sick  to  au*  the  pending  of  a  radio  report  to 

Batavia  to  pravj.it  tha  farther  ski ’meat  cf  Pr.Gi.'s,  under  such  intoler¬ 
able  njixUtici'.,.  '.'hr.  Ct-.o1  af ierjuoon  the  chip  sailed  without  any 
action  being  tala’ a  to  improve  conditions  u^’oad, 

11,  Siclmiec^  nas  now  easing  at  3U0h  a  rate  and  the  weather 
deteri'.r-.k‘.rw  t;  r  iuU  h:  *;•.*,  w.i  that  the  accommodation  under  the  aft 
hatch  LH  to  >.e  c.k.ujr  jf  and  +ha  sick  transferred  to  the 

space  vacated,  Ko  pmonit or  any  sort  such  as  mats,  matrosses, 
blankets,  etc.,  W3re  provided  and  the  sick  lay  on  the  bare  steel  deck. 
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With  difficulty  saae  wooden  buckets  were  secured  for  use  as  hospital 
latrines.  A  small  quantity  of  newsprint  was  provided  as  toilet  paper, 
but  was  soon  exhausted  and,  as  there  nos  only  sufficient  water  to  permit 
cf  washing  the  hands  once  a  day,  personal  hygiene  was  impossible  and 
disease  spread  rapidly  in  consequence, 

12,  Deaths  continued  up  to  the  arrival  of  the  "Singapore  Jiaru"  at 
Ta!x>w,  Formosa,  on  the  13th  November,  where  8  bodies  were  sent  ashore 
for  cremation,  the  harbour  authorities  refusing  to  permit  them  to  be 
buried  at  sea,  A  list  of  100  seriously  sick  was  canpiled  and  a  request 
for  their  irradiate  removal  to  a  shore  hospital  was  submitted,  but 
twenty  one  only  were  put  ashore. 

13*  At  Takow  I  was  informed  that  accommodation  was  to  be  found  for  a 
further  1^00  Japanese  troops  and,  in  spite  of  all  protests,  the  upper 
deoks  in  all  holds  were  cleared  and  the  thousand  odd  JF.0../S  oramued 
down  in  the  bottom  of  the  holds  and  on  the  sand  ballast  in  the  spaoe 
below  the  holds.  The  'hospital*  was  also  transferred  to  the  bottom  of 
the  eft  hold.  All  Japanese  troope  wore  providod  with  clean  mats  to 
sleep  on.  F-iO.'.is.  slept  on  the  steel  decks  or  the  sand  ballast. 

14*  On  the  15th  the  ".Singapore  JJoru"  left  Takow  and  the  same  day 
anchored  off  tho  Pescadores,  whore  she  remained  until  the  18th.  A 
furthor  seven  were  buried  at  sea  the  same  evening.  Two  hundred  bismuth 
tablets  were  then  issued  to  Dr.  Liddell,  the  R.A.F.  doctor  on  board,  by 
the  Japanese  Authorities. 

13*  .Proceed irio  Northwards  the  weather  worsened  and  the  cold  increased 
to  tho  great  discomfort  of  those,  the  majority,  who  were  in  possession 
of  tropical  clothing  only,  and  no  blankets.  The  deck  latrines,  damaged 
by  heavy  sea3,  lea'.sd  badly  and  sprayed  infected  excreta  over  the  decks, 
while  below  decks,  the  hospital,  being  unable  to  cope  with  any  mere 
sick,  sub-hospitals  w-re  established  in  each  hold.  Latrine  buckets 
were  set  up  in  the  holds  but  soma  were  so  weak  by  this  time  as  to  be 
unable  to  use  them  and  defaecated  in  their  mess  lines  or  where  they  lay. 

16 •  By  the  time  the  ship  anchored  off  tjoji  on  the  24th  of  November 
approximately  700  were  suf faring  from  some  sort  of  sickness  or  other. 

On  the  <3th  Nov*  the  ship  went  alongside  and  the  Japanese  troops  disem¬ 
barked.  This  left  the  stores  unguarded  and  the  same  night  they  were 
raided  by  British  personnel.  An  enquiry  was  instituted  by  the  Japanese 
Liilitary  Police  on  discovery  of  tho  theft  on  the  following  day,  but  the 
urgent  necessity  to  disembark  appeared  to  cut  these  proceedings  shorter 
than  was  expected,  ns  Senior  British  Officer  on  board  I  was  held 
responsible  and  threatened  with  shooting,  while  several  officers  were 
referred  to  as  "uncivilised  beasts"  by  the  Id^jlish  speaking  Japanese 
Officer  freu  Fukuoka,  who  was  in  char0o  of  the  disembarkation.  A 
hygiene  squad  cane  aboard  and  sealed  all  latrines  and  inserted  a  glass 

_ _  J 
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rod  in  the  anus  of  each  r.0,17.  (a  test  for  dysentery  to  TOre  told), 
but  did  nothing  for  the  280  seriously  siok  who  wore  left  on  the  ship 
after  thirty  of  the  hospital  sick  had  been  taken  ashore  for  treatment 
in  :.oji,  ar.d  the  remaining  677  mobile  F.O.  <s.  disembarked  for  the 
splitting  up  into  groups  for  transport  by  open  barge  to  Coal  linos 
in  the  vioinity. 


17.  Of  the  fate  of  the  200  who  nore  left  on  bocrd  in  the  care  of 
threo  Dutch  doctors  and  six  Uedical  Orderlies  I  am  unablo  to  give 
precise  inf om.it Ion,  but  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  majority 
succumbed  w?  th.tr.  ;»  f  jw  days.  Further  information  in  this  connection 
should  be  aval-able  from  Dr.  Liddell  of  the  R.A.F.  who  was  himself 
evacuated  to  IJoji  hospital  at  that  time. 

12.  The  677  mobile  F.O./s.  after  standing  on  the  deck,  in  sub-zero 
temperatures,  dresred  in  tropical  Irit .  for  several  hours  and  without 
food  were  eventually  split  into  cue  group  of  170  and  three  groups  of 
169  each.  I  was  in  charge  of  the  group  of  J?0  and  proceeded  to  Fukuoty 
Ho.  7  Carp,  Uba,  wnoie  u  further  17  aiaa  from  the  effects  of  the 
voyage.  All  suffered  frem  scurvy  for  several  weeks. 


■bummer  y. 

677  Disembarked,  loji 
63  Bariou  at  .vse, 

1  CoorjLttcd  anUJido* 

21  Removed  to  Hospital,  Formosa. 

30  ■  ‘  ■  *  27o.11 

2-3 <>  Too  ill  t-  be  removed  *rom  "bingapore  1  aru*. 

10b 3  (includes  5  Dutch  doctors  and  6  IhOs. )  j 

swea:  Eh  the  said  3T.IC  L7-3TH  3CCTT  ) 

) 

At  6  Spring  Gardens  in  the  city  of  )  Sgd.  E.IC.  SCOTT 

) 

Westminster  this  19th  day  of  January  ) 

) 

1946  ) 


Before  me, 

RATJCh-lDAN,  Captain 
Legal  3 caff. 
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i military  Jepartuent , 

Office  of  t.ie  Judje  Advocate  General, 
LONDCH,  3../.1* 


I  certify  that  this  is  a  truo  copy  of  the  original  affidavit* 

G3CRCC  F.  G3TTY  III 
1st.  Lt*  Infantry,  A.U.3. 

Local  wQCticn  C2I.;,  3CAP. 
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